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At a Yearly Meeting of Friends held in Philadelphia the 
18th day of the Fourth Month, 1883. 

"The Meeting for Sufferings having prepared an Addre^ss, 
reviving some of the doctrines held by our Society from the 
beginning, and bearing a renewed testimony against some 
errors to which our members are exposed, it was united with 
by this meeting." 

Extracted from the Minutes, 

Joseph Walton, Clerk. 



AN ADDRESS. 



A FEELING of affectionate interest and deep concern has 
been awakened at this time towards our members ; with 
desires that they may continue to believe in and uphold 
to the world those precious principles which were faith- 
fully preached by George Fox and his fellow-laborers, 
which they unhesitatingly declared to be Primitive Chris- 
tianity revived, and for whose truth they appealed to the 
Holy Scriptures, and to ^the testimony of the Light of 
Christ inwardly revealed. 

Haviiig submitted to thfe heart-changing power of that 
grace which bringeth salvation, and passed through those 
exercises which attend the refining operations of the 
Lord's Spirit ; and thus having been taught in the school 
of living experience, they became qualified to point out 
to others the way of salvation. 

They clearly saw, and freely and fully acknowledged, 
that all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, 
and that man in his fallen condition has no power to raise 
himself out of a state of sin, but that he needs a savior, 
not only to procure forgiveness for offences that have been 
committed, but to cleanse him from impurity, and enable 
him to live a holy life acceptable to his Creator. This 
savior is Christ, the Lord, who is one with the Father, in 
whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily ; who 
came into the world through the abounding mercy of God, 



I that through Him we might ohtaiu enlvatiou ; who healed 
[ the sick, caused the blimi to see and the lame to walk, 
[ raised the dead tt> life, comnianded the winda and the 
ea and they obeyed Him, and forgave men their sins ; 
I who suffered for our sakes the cruel death of the cross ; 
who was raised from the dead ; and, as the Apostles testi- 
fied, was exalted with God's right hand, to Ije a Prince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness 
ins ; and who now visits the hearts of all by his Spirit, 
seeking to turn them from their sins and unrighteouene^ 
[ and to lead them in the way of holiness, so that He may 
e them with an everlasting salvation. J 



GJeorge Fox says : " It was opened unto me by tlwrl 
eternal light and power, and therein I clearly saw, that 
all was done and to be done in and by Christ." — Journal, 
£rf. of 1839, p. 62. 

Robert ^rcla^ asserts: "As we firmly believe it was 
necepsary that Christ should come, that by his death and 
Bufferings He might ofier up Himself a sacrifice to God 
for our sine, who, his ownself bare our sing in hia oum 
body on Ike tree: so we believe that the remission of man 
vhich any partake of, is only in and by virtue of that 
mast satisfactory sacrifice, and no otherwise." — Apology, 

I JVop. 6 and 6, ecet. 16. 

William Penn says : " 1 must again declare that u'e 
ire led by the Light and Spirit of Chrhtt, with holy rever- 
ence to confeta unto the blood of Christ shed at Jerusalem, 
SB that by which' a |)ropitiatioQ was held forth to the 
remiesion of sins that were past, through the forbearance 
of God, unto all that believe: And we do embrace it as 
BUch : and do firmly believe, that thereby God declared 

'< his great love unro Uie world, for by it is the consciousness 
of sin declared to be laken nway, or remission sealed, to 
all that have kuo^>n true repentance and faith in his ap- 



fwarance. 



But 1 



ind repentance, thcrclcjre do we exln)rt i 



. I r 



I faith 



minds to the Light and Spirit of Christ within, that by 
seeing their conditions, and being by the same brought 
both into true contrition and holy confidence in God's 
mercy, they may oome to receive the benefit thereof; for 
without that necessary condition it will be impossible to 
obtain remission of sins'' — Work8y Edition of 1726, vol, 2, 
p, 411. 

The salvation which comes by Christ includes de- 
liverance from the dominion of sin, and being brought 
into a state of purity and holiness. Our Early Friends 
steadily maintained that there is no such thing as being 
saved from the condemnation due to sin, without being 
redeemed from the thing itself; as the Scriptures testify, 
*' The wages of sin is death ; " and " He that soweth to 
his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption." 

. In Ao Oroas No Crown, William Penn thus pleads with 
the formal professors of Christianity : " Be not deceived ; 
such as thou so west, shalt thou reap. [Christ] is none of 
thy Saviour, whilst thou rejectest his grace in thy heart, ^ 
by which He should save thee. Come, what has He saved 
thee from ? Has He saved thee from thy sinful lusts ? 
Thy worldly affections and vain conversations? If not, 
then He is none of thy Saviour. For though He be 
offered a Saviour to all, yet He is actually a Saviour to 
those only that are saved by Him ; and none are saved 
by Him, that live in those evils by which they are lost 
to God, and which He came to save them from." — Works, 
vol, l,jo. 278. 

Edward Burrough in his tract on The Everlasting Gos- 
pel of Repentance and Remission of Sins, makes a similar 
statement : " None can be saved from the wrath of the 
Lord but they who are saved from their sins; for sin 
brings the wrath of God upon the consciences of men, and 
anguish upon soul and body ; and [those] who are not 
saved from sin, cannot be saved from wrath ; for wrath 
pursues the gmhy,''— Works (1672), p. 732. 
1* 




George Fox uses this language : " So far as a fuan il 
BaacdfieiJ so iar is he justified, and no farther ; for the ' 
same that sanctifies a man justifieH ban ; for the same 
that is bis Biinctificstion is hiB justification, and his wis- 
dom and his redemption. He that knows one of theu), 
knows all ; but he that doth not feel one of them, feels 
none of them at nil."— Wurh, Edit, of IS'il, vol. S,p, iaO. 

It was a full conviction of this connection between sin 
ind its wages, that led our Early Friends so earnestly and 
continuously to exhort all to heed the nmnifeetations of 
the Light or Spirit of Cliriat, which God has bestowed 
upon all mankind ; which shows to man the evil of his 
ways ; and, as he submits to its operation, leads him to 
repentuncc and the forsaking of aJl sin, and destroys its 
dominion through its heart-changing power. 

They urged upon all, to bring all their actions, words, 
and thoughts to this Light for judgment; to turn from 
everytliing which it showed to be evil ; and to bear with 
- patience the feeling of condemnation jbr sm, until il might 
please the Lord to grant a sense of forgiveness. This 
practical salvation from sin they believed it was essential 
for all to experience, and that without this obedience to 
the mauiieetations of Christ's Light, none could know the 
saving .efficacy of his atonement. They taught, with the 
Apostle John, that it was those who walked in the Light — 
lived in obedience to its directions— who would know the 
blood of Christ to cleanse them from all sin. 

By the term Light, our Early Friends always meant 

the spiritual manitestation of Christ in the soul of man ; 

for He, as William Penn says, is the " Glorious Sun of 

righteousnew, and heavenly lumiuary of the intellectual or 

b invisible world." And in another place he siij-s : " Many 

I KTt! the deriiiriiiiutlioiin (hat are given iti Sm|)tiin- t^i one 



md the sante thing. Cbrist ia called the Word, the Light J 
«Way, the Truth, the Life," etc — Workii,vol. l,p. 53( 



George Fox declni 



"No man receivelh the power ti 
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"tecome [one of] the sous of God, but [he] who 
the Light which cometh from Christ." 

Edward Burrough says: "Whosoever will be i 
with the salvation of God must own the Light of Chrii 
Jeaua [as it shioea] in hia own conscience, and lie n 
believe in this Light and walk in it, even the Light in 
eoiiBcience that convinces him, and checks him for his 
deeds, and that lets him see what sin he is guilty ( 
You must believe in this Light and follow it, an ' 
from that aud forsalte that miquity which it c 
you of, and do that good which it moves your hearts int 
or else you can never be saved." — Works (1672), ji, 7 

William Bayly : "The Liglit is the way, aud there i^fl 
no other, to eternal life and peace ; and all that hate itM 
wherewith they are enlightened, shall be condemnol,"— ^ 
Workg, p. 21. ' 

Thomas Stiibbs, in his Call into the Way to the King- 

says : Those who draw ^ou from watching and taking 

to that of Jesus Christ in you, they shut the way of 

the kingdom of God against you, and draw you from your 

guide and strength and resting-place: therefore all mind 

the call of the Lord, which is the Light of Jesua Christ 

{ahiuing or appearing in you] that convinces ; which is 

alone way to the kingdom, that which convinces yooj 

lin, and b^ra witness against the evil of your doings."'! 
* * ... f 

" So all you dear hearts, who are weary and heavy-laden, 
seeking rest to your souls, to you in the spirit this is the 
word of the Lord ; now return, return within unto the 
Lord, where a fountain of living love and life is found." 
—Edition of \QbQ, p. 6. 

William Penn in Ifo Gross No Crown says : ' 
manifestation brings power with it. Never did' God coiy-M 
vince people, but u|Mm submission He inipowered them J 
" othiog withoiil, ability to [>erforni it." "TheyJ 
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I that want power are such as don't receive ChrUt in hia 
.' convictioug upon the soul ; and Biich will always want it; 
L but Buch aa do, they receive power ("like those of old) to 
rbeconiB the children of Grod, through the pure obedience 
■ offiath."—Worh. vol. l,p. 291. 

Thomas Story, in a conversation with an acquaintance, 
told him : " That we had been as other men, subject to 
common infiriuitics and ignorant of God, as to any ex- 
perience of his presence and divine working in us, till it 
pleased Him, in hia own goodness and mercy, to visit ue 
by the Spirit of his Son, Christ ; through which wo had 
knosvn a time of condemnation and humiliation for aina 
past, an<i true repentance and forgiveness ; and believing 
in Him, through the work of his Spirit and power in our 
minds. He, wi% the Light and Life of his Son, became 
the object of our faith ; by which also He sanctified our 
hearta, and reconciled us unto Himself" — Folio Edition i 
oJLifcp.lSS. J 



The inshining of the Li;^ht of Christ in the heart ia ao- 1 

companietl with a feeling of ita authority ; communicated 

to the soul immediately from the Source of all good, tiir it 

s only through the Lord's power that we are enabled to 

I distinguish belween the natural suggestions of the imagi- 

L nation and those Divine impressions which are given to 

I lead us in the way of salvation. This is the origin of 

I true faith, in the religious sense of the word ; and the ob- 

I jecta on which it is exercised are the nianifedtations of the 

1 Spirit — the reveiilings of the Light. 

Our Early Friends declared that it was thiiiugh faith in 
>velations of this Life in their own simls, and through 
ubniitting to be guided and governed by it, that tliry 
F«ame to have a real knowleiige and living belief in the 
t doctrines of the Gospel, and knew Christ to be their Ko- 
I'deemer and Saviour— as He himself said, "If any man 
Iwill do his will, lie ^^luill kn..w of the d.«arine." The 
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ith thus begotten in them, they recognized as n Divi 
and they denied that any exercise of the r 
of belief, independently of this, could be of si 
,eacy. 

When Peter had testified, " Thou art the Christ, the 
the living God," the Master replied, " Bieaaed art thouj 
moQ Barjona ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed il 
ito thee, but my Father which is in Heaven." In fi 
lordance with this ia the language of the Apostle Paul, 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
The most hardened sinner or hypocritical professor 
could acknowledge Jesus with the lip aud tongue, hut it J 
is only through the power of the Spirit that the heart O 
man is impressed with that living sense which gives valney 
such a confession, 

Robert Barclay in the Second proposition of hia Apo!ogy,l 
clearly sets forth the doctrine, that the revelatioDs of God I 
by the Spirit were of old the object of the saints' faith, 
and remain yet so to be. 

In a letter written in 1715, Thomas Story gives this 
advice to his correspondent: "And now, dear friend, I 
recommend thee to God ; exhorting thee to believe in hie 
Grace given thee through Christ Jesus, the Lord ; even 
the engrailed Word which is able to save thy soul. 
■* * For through faith in the true Light, and wait- 
therein, is not only the true church iellowuhip, but 
there, and not otherwise, doth the blood of Christ, the 
'Son, cleanse from all unrighteousness." — Life, Fol. Ed., p. 
486. « 

William Penu, iu his CaU io Ckrktendom, says : " The 1 
cause of the confusion and contention that is about religion 
in Europe at this day, is, that men have deserted this true 
Light and Holy Spirit, and so are degenerated from the 
life and power of pure and unspotted religion, and have 
attempted to comprehend Christ's doctrines without Christ's 
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Light, and to know the things of God without ll' 
|iof God."— fVorks, vol. 1, p. 189. 

William Dewsbury bears thia testimony : " This I wit^ 
tees to all the sons of men, that I came not to the knowl- 
■'fidge of eternal life by the letter of the Scripture, nor by 
hearing men speak of the name of God. I came to the 
true knowledge of the Scriptures and the eternal rest 
which they testify of in Christ, by the inspiration of the 
" )irit of Jesus, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, who alone 
found worthy to open the seals of the book." — FriaiM 
irary, vol. 2, p. 228. 

George Fox relates his own experience as folloireij 
" Though I read the Scriptures which spake of Christ a 
of God, yet I knew Him not but by revelation, as He w^ 
hath the key did open, and as the Father of life drew n 
to his Son by his Spirit.— "Jour/M*/, p. 61. 



The diOerence between Diyiue faitb and the natur^!| 
power of belief which belongs Co our constitution, is thui| 
it forth by Isaac Peningtou : 



There is a faith which is of man's self ; and a faid 
which is the gift of God ; or, a power of belieying whie_ 
is found in the nature of fallen man, and a power of be-^ 
lieving which Is given from above. * * * jf [man's 
knowledge, religion and worship] proceed from and stand 
in the faith which is of man, they cannot please God nor 
conduce to the salvation of the sii\i\."^WoTks, 4th edUw "^ 
■vol.1, p. 298. 



' Our Early Friends knew, from living experience, thi 

it was only through Divine assistance that tbey could tiu 

from evil and choose the good ; and that, though HeavM 

_lulp and power accompanied the iu!<hiniugs of the I 

Hid were given to those who became obedient to it, yfl 

e were not in their own control. Therefore they fi 

mily exhort«d their hearers to prize tlic visitations i 

■ Lord's S|>irit, whilM they were extended f!)r the^ 
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restoration or help ; and to walk whilst they had the Light 
lest darkness should come upon them. 

Hence they rejected as a delusion the notion, that it 
was in the power of any to place themselves, whenever 
they chose, in a state of salvation and acceptance with 
God, by a profession of reliance on the outward offering 
of Christ on Calvary. And they earnestly contended, that 
it was only as man embraced the visitations of Grace, and 
patiently endured the Lord's baptisms and judgments, that 
he was enabled to walk in newness of life and to become 
a true follower of the Lamb, a subject of his heavenly 
kingdom, and a partaker of the joys of his salvation. 

Robert Barclay in the propositions of his Apology w^hich 
treat " of universal and saving Light," says : " This Light 
and Seed of God in man, he cannot move and stir up when 
he pleaseth ; but it moves, blows and strives with man, as 
the Lord seeth meet. For though there be a possibility 
of salvation to every man during the day of his visitation, 
yet cannot a man at anytime when he pleaseth, or hath 
some sense of his misery, stir up that Light and Grace, so 
as to procure to himself tenderness of heart ; but he must 
wait for it : which comes upon all at certain times and 
seasons, wherein it works powerfully upon the soul, mightily 
tenders it and breaks it ; at which time, if man resist it 
not, but close with it, he comes to know salvation by it." 
— Apology y Prop, F. and VL, sect 16. 

William Bayly : " You cannot repent when you will, or 
in your own appointed time, but when the inward life of 
God stirred, with discoveries and reproofs of the evil ways, 
words and actions, which by you are brought forth : that 
is the time, when He calleth, to turn at his reproofs." — 
Works, p. 139. 

Whilst they thus clearly set forth man's dependence on 
Divine help for ability to repent of sin, and to walk in the 
way of salvation ; and that without this help, he who hath 
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some wnse of hia misery caunut procure to himwelf teinli!rn&« 
of heart ; they did not fail to encourage all such to wait on 
the Lord for this help, not in a careless, indifferent manner, 
hut in an earaeat, wrestling spirit, similar to that of the 
poor publican, whose prayer for mercy was heard. For 
Buch is the long-suffering goodness of our Heavenly Fathef, 
that He regards with approbation every sincere eflitrt thus 
to draw nigh unto Him, and will not fail to best'jw such 
a bleasiog as He sees meet. 

They repudiated the doctrine that the Almighty would 
so impute to man the merits of Christ, as to regard any as 
just until they had really been made so, by submission to 
the work of his Spirit in them. 

William Penn in his Trutli Exalted says : '■ You tell 
people Christ Jesus bus suffered and satisfied for sins past, 
present and to come ; und that though they are never so 
corrupt, vile and polluted in themselves, yet are they 
reconciled to and justified in the eight of God, by hia per- 
sonal righteousness imputed unto them, and not from a 
work of grace or regeneration in the creature. Therefore 
no wonder at your vehement cries against a state of per- 
fect separation from sin, as being a dangerous doctrine, 
who preach acceptance with the holy God, whilst in an 
unholy state." — works, vol. 1, p. 244. 

In common with other professors of the Christian namOv 
our Early Friends believed in the divinity and all the 
I glorious offices of Jesus Christ, as recorded in the Holy 
I Scriptures — that He was the Word which was in thebegin- 
I Ding, which took flesh and so appeared among men — that 
kHe is the propitiation for our sins — and that by his stripes 
I lie are healed — yet they never regarded his work ibr inan'a 
r italvation as having boon su liuii^hcd while -in earth, ait tn 
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render unnecessary his ever-continuing work in the hearts 
of men. For, in full accordance with the testimony of the 
Apostle Paul, they have always held the Scripture doc- 
trine, that while we are reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, we are to be saved by his life — the life of Christ 
inwardlv revealed. 

Isaac Penington says : " It is o^ected against us who 
are called Quakers, that we deny Christ (and look not to 
be saved by Him) as He was manifested without us, but 
look only to be saved by a Christ in us. To which, this is 
in my heart to answer such as singly desire satisfaction 
therein. 

We do indeed expect to be saved (yea, and not only so, 
but do already, in our several measures, witness salvation) 
by the revelation and operation of the life of Christ within 
us ; yet not without relation to what He did without us. 
For all that He did in that body of flesh was of the Father, 
and had its place and service in the will and according to 
the counsel of the Father. But the knowledge and belief 
of that since the days of the Apostles, have been very much 
held in the unrighteousness, and in the separation from 
the inward work of the power and life of Christ in the 
heart ; which, as so held, cannot save any. But whoever 
feels the light and life of Christ revealed in him. and comes 
into union with God there-through, he feels the work of 
regeneration, of sanctification, of justification, of life and 
redemption ; and so comes to reap benefit inwardly, and 
to partake of the blessed fruits of all that Christ did out- 
wardly." — Works, Uh Edition, vol. 2, p, 498-9. 

From this fundamental principle of dependence on the 

Spirit of Christ for that light and strength which were 

necessary to enable them to work out their salvation, sprang 

the method of worship and other peculiarities which marked 

our Early Friends. When assembled for Divine worship, 

they sat in solemn silence, waiting on the Lord, with their 
2 
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I minds withdrtiwn Jroiu all outward objects, and i'roB 
^own thoughts and imiiginationa : but maintaining ai 

of soul for the arising of Divine life in the heartB of 
[those assembled. And it was only as this life was felt to 

J in any and give ability, that they ventured to speak 
f to the people, or otter vocal prayers or praises to the liord. 

WUlian] Penn states that their preachers " could not run 
I when they list, or pray or preach when they pleased, but 
I as Christ their Redeemer prepared and moved them by 
[ Ilia own bles«;d Spirit, for which ihey waited in their 
I vieea and meetings, and sjiobe as that gave them ntteranct 
-Works, Vol. l,j). 866. 

As the call and qualification for the ministry came 
[ diately from the Head of the Church, and was freely dis- 
pensed by Him to those whom He had prepared fbrthig 
service by his spiritual work in their hearts, and who 
I needed not outward training or the culture of schools to 
I make them able ministers of the Gospel ; so they were 
I commanded freely to communicate to others that which 
I they had freely received. 

The great end of their ministry was to reach the witness 
I for God in the hearts of their hearers, and to direct their 
I attention to the Light of Christ as their guide, which would 
I lead them safely lu the way of salvation. They set little 
k value on the " enticing words of man's wisdom," but were 
I earnestly concerned that their speech and their pi 
I Blight be " in demonstration nf the Spirit and of po' 







Robert Barclay e&ys, that when assembled for Divi _ 
wurehip, " The great work of one and all ought lo be to 
wait upon God ; find returning out of their own thoughts 
and imaginations, to feel the Lord's presence, and know a 
jfalhering into his nniiie indeed, where He is in the mil' 
ccording tu his proiiiia;." — Apohgy, I'rop. XI. sect. 6. 
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" From this principle of man's being silent, and not act- 
ing in the things of God himself, until thus actuated by 
God's light and grace in the heart, did naturally spring 
that manner of sitting silent together, and waiting together 
upon the Lord." — Id. sect 7. 

" As our worship consisteth not in words, so neither in 
silence as silence ; but in an holy dependence of the mind 
upon God: from which dependence silence necessarily 
follows in the first place, until words can be brought forth 
which are from God's spirit. And God is not wanting to 
move in his children to bring forth words of exhortation 
or prayer, when it is needful." — Id, sect 9. 

" He that ministereth, being actuated thereunto by the 
arising of the grace in Himself, ought to speak forth what 
the Spirit of God furnisheth him with ; not minding the 
eloquence and wisdom of words, but the demonstration of 
the Spirit and of power." — Id. sect. 18. 

In showing the error of those who " have set times in 
their public worship, as before and after preaching ; and 
in their private devotions, as morning and evening, and 
before and after meat, and other such occasions, at which 
they precisely set about the performing of their prayers, 
by speaking words to God, whether they feel any motion 
or influence of the Spirit or not," Robert Barclay says : 
" We freely confess that prayer is very profitable, and a 
necessary duty, commanded and fit to be practised fre- 
quently by all Christians ; but as we can do nothing with- 
out Christ, so neither can we pray without the concurrence 
and assistance of his Spirit. But that the state of the 
controversy may be the better understood, let it be con- 
sidered, fir.-jt, that prayer is two-fold, inward and outward. 
Inward prayer is that secret turning of the mind towards 
God, whereby, being secretly touched and awakened by 
the Light of Christ in the conscience, and so bowed down 
under the sense of its iniquities, un worthiness and misery, 
it looks up to God, and joining with the secret shinings of 
the seed of God, it breathes towards Him, and is constantly 
breathing forth some secret desires and aspirations towards 
Him. It is in this sense that we are so frequently in Scrip- 
ture commanded to pray continually, which cannot he 



isderetood of outward prayer, hecoiise it were impogsil 
I that meu should be alwaj's on their knees espressiDg woi 
of prayer; and this would hinder them from the exercise 
of those duties no lees positively commanded. Outward 
prayer is, when as the spirit, being thus in the esertise of 
inward retirement, and feeling the breathing of the Spirit 
of God to arise powerfully in the soul, receives strength 
and liberty by a superadded motion and inHuence of the 
Spirit to bring forth either audible sighs, groans or words, 
and that either in public assemblies, or in private, or 
meat, &c. 

" As then inward prayer is necessary at nil timee, so, 
long as the day of everv man's visitation iasteth, " 
wants some influence, iess or more, for the practice of 
because he no sooner retires his mind, and considers him- 
self in God's presence, but he finds himself in the practice 
of it." 

"Because outward depends upon the inward, as 
which must follow it, and cannot be acceptably perfoi 
but as attended with a superadded influence and nn 
of the Spirit, therefore cannot wc prefix set times to 
oviKordly, bo as to lay a necessity to speak words at 
an<l such times, whether we leel this heavenly influ 
and assistance or no ; for that we judge were h teiB\ 
_ of God, and a coming before Him without due pre] 
ion."— /i/. aeH. 21. 
William Penn in a Call to Chrixlendom, says: 
L^iit pray, preach, sing, worship, Ac, and not by the 
BDd Spirit of Jesus, they go before Christ, before 
■fJOUieth, l)efore He prepareth their hearts, and touci 
^heir lips nilh a coal from his heavenly altar; and 
orm worship in their own will, time and power, and 
j|Ot for his leadings. And, therefore, all such rob Chi 
(f his office, ' ■ " 
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aright preach for God, pray to God and beget people to 
God; and nothing else." — Id, p. 104. 

In An Epistle to all who are sensible of the Day of their 
Visitatioriy the same eminent minister gives this caution : 
" Remember that notliing bringeth to Christ, that cometh 
not from Christ. Wherefore all ministry that cometh not 
from Christ, God's great prophet and high priest to all 
true-born Christians, cannot bring people to Christ." — Id, 
J9. 204. 

And in A Tender Visitation to the Dutch: "True 
silence before the Lord is better abundantly than forward 
prayers or self-willed offers." — Id, p, 220. 

It was under a deep sense of how much the preservation 
of the church depended on the ministry being kept in the 
same life and power in which it was originally exercised, 
that William Penn thus earnestly counsels those who are 
engaged in that service : 

" I fervently bow my knees to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that you may always be like- 
minded, that you may ever wait reverently for the coming 
and opening of the Word of life, and attend upon it in 
your ministry and service, that you may serve God in his 
Spirit. And be it little or be it much it is well — for much 
is not too much, and the least is enough if from the motion 
of God's Spirit ; and without it, verily, never so little is too 
much, because to no profit. 

" For it is the Spirit of the Lord immediately, or through 
the ministry of his servants, that teacheth his people to 
profit : and to be sure so far as we take Him along with 
us in our services, so far are we profitable and no farther. 
For if it be the Lord that must work all things in us for 
our salvation, much more is it the Lord that must work 
in us for the conversion of others. If, therefore, it was 
once a cross to us to speak, though the Lord required it at 
our hands, let it never be so to be silent when He does 
not:'— Works, vol, \,p. 886. 

2* 
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The doctrines set forth in the preretling extracts fi 
[ the wiirka of George Fox, Robert Barclny, William Fenff 
\ and others, were not their sentiments alone, but have ever 
been the acknowledged Hnd settled belief of the Society of 
I Frienda. They are abundantly declared and enforced 
9 throughout the voluminous writings of our memberfl, and 
I Tiave been repeatedly sanctioned by the ciiurch in its col- 
lective capacity. 

Being taught by the same Divine Teacher, our Early 
Friends were led into a remarkable uniformity of doctri- 
nal belief; ao that it was observed, that from whatever 
, part of the world Friends came, they spoke the same lan- 
I guage — they preached the same doctrine. But in these 
days it ia sorrowfiiJly apparent, that many under our name 
\ have departed from some of the doctrines which wore most 
i surely believed amongst us in former times, and that many 
I sentiments are now advanced which are inconsistent there- 
I with. 

Among these sentiments, against the reception of which 

KB are at this time concerned to caution our members, is 

; the opinion, that when our Holy Redeemer declared on 

the cross, " It is finished, and buwetl his head, and gave up 

L the ghost," that his port in the work of mau'esalvation was 

I then completed ; and ihat all that now remains to be done 

Is for man to believe in and accept that finished work ; and 

r that then he will be in a stale of salvation and acceptance 

I with God ; leaving out of sight the work of the Spirit of 

I Christ in man's heart, which is also essential to his salva- 

L'don, and which is thus ignored or undervalued; or con- 

L (ddered as tbllowing after a belief in Him as He appeared 

I'ln the fle«h ; whereas, in accordance with Scripture, Friends 

s believed, that saving faith in Christ wae the 
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attained in our own will and time, or without submission 
to his Light and Grace ; and that the revelations of this 
Light were the beginning of all true religion. 

The system of doctrine which represents salvation to be 
the result of belief independently of the work of grace in 
the heart, often leads its advocates into a presumptuous 
confidence as to their own spiritual safety. The Light of 
Christ — the unflattering Witness to the truth — may show 
to such that they are yet far from being washed and sancti- 
fied by the baptizing, cleansing power of the Spirit ; yet, 
being deluded by the theory they have adopted, they will 
confidently claim to be in a redeemed state, covering them- 
selves with a covering of the merits and righteousness of 
Christ. Some even go so far as to assert, that none who 
have thus once believed in Christ, can so fall away as 
to be finally lost. Against every degree of this danger- 
ous delusion, Friends have always borne testimony, and 
have steadily kept in view the declaration of our Saviour, 
that unless we take up the cross and follow Him, we can- 
not be his disciples, and that the daily watch unto prayer 
for preservation must be diligently maintained. 

It is truly distressing to hear such persons confidently 
avowing their certainty of salvation, and their readiness for 
the stroke of death to fall upon them at any moment ; 
while there is reason to fear that their religious experience 
is still superficial, and that they know but little of the 
washing of regeneration and of that true humility which 
it ever produces. 

Although the faithful follower of Christ is often animated 
and cheered by feeling the peace of God which passeth all 
understanding, and by a holy sense of union and accept- 
ance with the Father, yet he knows that he is liable to 
lose this precious treasure, unless he steadily maintains the 




K.liDly watch, and putieutly euilures tlmati trials aud uxer- 
a which the Lard dispenses U) hi« servants from time 
to time for their own preservation, as well as to iit them 
for the successive services which He designs them to per- 
form. Tbia sense of danger tends to guard him from a 
presumptuous feeling of security, and to keep him in a>| 
humble dependence on the Lord, where alone salety i 
found. 



P Those who are carried away with tlie erroneoua opiniM 
that such an acceptance of Christ's work aa man 
when he chooses, wilt ensure his salvation, will naturally 
resort to the means at their command to persuade people 
to take this step ; and hence wc see that even in meetings 
which profess to be those of Friends, vehecnent persuanoD, 
the excitement of music, the sound of numerous simultane- 
ous petitions, the use of the mourners' bench, and other eJCr^ 
[Kdients for stirring up the feelings of an audience, i 
brought into use, to induce a public avowal of ialth i 
Christ; and those who have been persuaded to make tJ 
reiguired confesaiuu are encouraged to believe that t 
have found salvation. 

We believe it is needful for all to bear in mind t 
teaching of our Baviour himself: "Not every one I 
sailh untu me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdOB 
of Heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father whicl 
is in Heaven." " Whosoever will come after me, let hip 
deny hinuelf and take up his cross and follow me." 



The erroneous opinion, that believers oiUy are visited 1| 
the inshiuiug of the Light of Christ, and that faith in tl 
outward sacrifice of the Saviour must precede the soncti^ 
iu<; wi>rk nt' hi^ Spirit, is nut a new one, William ICdnmtU 
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son in his journal mentions meeting with one who held 
this doctrine ; to whom he quoted the promise of our 
Saviour, when He told his disciples of his going away, 
that He would send the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, 
that should convince the world of sin, and should guide 
his disciples into all truth. Thus the same Spirit of truth 
that leads believers into all truth, convinces the world 
of sin. 

The language of Robert Barclay is very clear on this 
point : " Without me, says Christ, ye can do nothing. For 
how becomes an unconverted man a convert, but by hav- 
ing Christ to work with him ? And where does Christ 
co-operate ? Does He not there where the work of con- 
version is wrought, and is not that within ? So that 
Christ must needs be in men [by his Spirit] before they 
be in union with Him, whereby the faith may be wrought 
by which they are united to Him." — WorlcSy (JEd, 1692,) 
p, 6. 

Another error which has been widely propagated is, 
that the command of Christ, after his resurrection, to his 
eleven disciples, " Go ye therefore and teach all nations," 
is of universal application to all those who have made con- 
fession of faith in the Saviour ; though such a commission 
may never have been issued to them individually by the 
Head of the church, nor they fitted and prepared by his 
power, nor ftimished with the spiritual weapons needed 
for such a service. One of the consequences of this is, 
that a spurious ministry has sprung up in many places — 
persons are induced to appear as ministers on whom the 
gift has not been conferred, and who therefore depend on 
something else than the anointing, qualifying power of the 
Spirit of Christ. Thus our ancient testimony to the true 



natuFG aDcl right qualiliwitiim Cur Gosjiel miniatry am! 
Bpiritual wurehiphaa been much lost sight ofbysume under 



III aome meetings but little time is allowed for waiting 
upon the Lord in ailence, to feel a senee of his presence, 
A meeting held wholly in silence is thought by some not 
to fulfil the jiurpose of assembling for worship ; and per- 
sons, even those who at former times may have been rightly 
engaged in the ministry, are sumet i mes tempted to draw upon 
their knowledge of the Scriptures, their remembrance of 
former openings, or the trains of thought which arise in 
an active mind, in order to satisfy a desire for words ; 
without renewedly feeling the Divine command. Those 
ministers who yield to such a temptation, will gradually 
be led to prepare themselves for such eiforts by previous 
study and meditation, and will go to meetings with minds 
prepared to speak when an opportunity presents — thus en- 
tirely forsaking the ground of true Gospel ministry, and 
substituting for it the will and wisdom of man — forsaking 
the Fountain of living waters, and hewing out to them- 
selves cisterns that will hold nothing that can refresh the 
soul that is thirsting for the water of life. 

As those who s^^eak iu our assemblies lose their depend- 
ence on the anointing and help of the Spirit of Christ, 
they will feel a need for that assistance which huoiun 
leamuig, culture and intellectual attainments can give; 
find hence there is an evident tendency among some tn 
place an undue estimate on the imporDmce of mental cul- 
tivation in those called to the ministry of the Gospel ; as 
if the succcssfid esercise of that Divine gift largely de- 
[)eiided on human wisdom. 

As tJi the lenniiiig necessary for a minister, Robert 
I Barclay says : 



" Tlioiigh we make not human learDiug DeceBBary, yetl 
,. 3 are far frQin excluding true learning ; to wit, that * 
learning which proceedeth from the inward teauhinga and 
instructions of the Spirit, whereby the soul leameth the 
secret waye of the Lord, becomes acquainted with many 
inward travails and exercises of the mind ; and leameth 
by a living experience how to overcome evil, and the 
temptationB of it, b^ following the I-ord and walking in 
hia light, and waiting daily for wisdom and knowledge 
immediately from the revelation thereof." " This is that I 
good learning which we think necessary to a true minis- ■ 
ler." — Apology, prop. 10, sesl. 18. I 

He fiirther declares ; That ministry which comes fi^m \ 
" man's arts, parta, and knowledge and wisdom" is but as 
a " dead carcase, without tlie power, life and spirit of 
Christianity, which is the marrow and sulistance of a 
Christian ministry. And he that hath this and can speak 
irom it, though he be a poor shepherd, or a fisherman, and 
ignorant of all that learning, and of all those questions . 
and notiona ; yet speaking from the Spirit, his ministry 
will have more influence towards the converting of a sin- j 
ner unto God, than all of them who are learned after the ■ 
flesh."— 7d., sect. 22. | 

" In our day," he continues, " God hath raised up wit- 
nesses for Himself as Ho did fishermen of old ; many, yea 
most of whom are laboring and mechanic men, who, al- 
together without that learning, have, by the power and 
Spirit of God, struck at the very root and ground of Baby- 
lon ; and in the strength and might of this power have 
gathered thousands, by reaching their consciences, into 
the same power and life, who, as to the outward part, have 
been far more knowing than they, yet not able to resist 
the virtue that proceeded from them. Of which, I myself 
am a true witness ; and can declare from certain experi- 
ence, because my heart hath beeu often greatly broken 
and tendered by that virtuous life that proceeded from the 
powerful ministry of those illiterate men." — Id., sect. 23. 

Where people come to depend on othere for their spiritual 
^instrLiction and refroshinent there will lje little di8|)osition 
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Jt, patiently and perseveringly to wait on tlie Lord in 1 
e of all fleeh. To this canae among others may 
attributed the spread of the practice by some under our 

re-adiug the scriptures and singing hym; 
meetings profe*Bedly held for Divine worship. 
To oue who objected to Frieuds that " ii Bible is not 
n all their meetings," Kobert Barclay replied : 

" We meet not to read the Scripture, but to wait on t 
Lord, and be taught of Him, and receive from his Spirit 
what He pleaseth tf) administer, either in ourselves or 
through the mouths of his servants ; and we meet to wor- 
ship God, whose worship is to be performed ' in spirit and 
in truth,' and not in external reading." — Worh, Ed. 
1692, p. 12. 

Though we have ever highly esteemed the sacred writ- 
ings, yet for two centuries our meetings have been kept 
free from this use of them, except in a very few instances ; 
and then mainly to dispel the distrust which at the rise of 
our Society prevailed among other professors as to our 
regard for them. We do not doubt that our Holy Head, 
knowing the tendency of the human heart to rest in out- 
ward forms, has watched over us in this respect, to pre- 
serve us Irom what might prove an introduction to relyi 
upon liturgies and pre-arranged forms of worship. 

In reference to singing, in an Epistle issued in 189| 
Oiir Yearly Meeting gives the following caution : 

"As Friends caiinot adopt a form of words preps 
I beforehand and committed to memory, to be recited J 
i meeting as an act of worship, so we believe such pnx' 
' tions canaot be rendered less objecUonable by siiu 
I them ; while by acting on the natural scnaos and feeliq, 
TOcal or instrumental music may deceive into the sun 
sition that the S'lk^mii net of worship ha* boen performed 
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when the right preparation of heart therefor has been un- 
felt. The practice is one which, with the exception of a very 
few instances occurring among the early converts in its 
infancy, Friends as a Society have discarded ever since 
their rise."— J^. 1876,^. 5. 

The importance of this reference to the experience of 
the past is apparent, when we consider that during that 
period we have numbered among our members many 
thousands of faithful, devoted servants of the Lord, who 
would have turned from no form of service which they 
believed He called for, and who have had the confidence 
of their brethren so fully as to assure their sympathy in 
such service. And yet the history of our Society for two 
hundred years records only a few scattered instances of 
singing in our meetings, and these are noted as unusual 
occurrences. 

Congregational singing involves the joining by those 
assembled in outward professions of spiritual conditions, 
or in prayers or praises which some of the company can- 
not in sincerity express. This is altogether inconsistent 
with that worship which is in spirit and in truth. Yet in 
many religious societies it is the next step which has been 
taken. Then in order to avoid the unpleasing effect of 
jarring notes or inharmonious voices, has resulted the 
committing of the services to a choir selected for their 
musical skill, without the profession of their being in a 
spiritual condition to truthfully use the words they sing. 

The primary ground of true worship being thus lost 
sight of, instrumental music has naturally followed, in 
part through the desire to make the place of worship 
attractive to the indifferent. 

The influence of sweet sounds on the senses is very cap- 
tivating, and readily acts on the feelings so as to deceive 
8 
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. iuto it lielief that the solemn nut uf woi'ship has Iweii 

ibrmed, when the preparation of the heart, which alone 

can qualify for it, has been unfelt. The sincerely religious 

have thus had their devotional feelings so blended with 

the effects of outward harmony that they have beeu unable 

to separate them, and have been satisfied without being 

truly fed ; while others, leas spiritually minded, have left 

the place of worship with the impreBsion, that because 

their natural emotions have been kindled by the perfor- 

ices of others, they themselves have been engaged in 

offering acceptable worship. 

These suoceeive stejis in the use of music and ritual 

' services are the almost inevitable result of acting in 

* spiritual things upon our own natural feelings and judg- 

1 menta, and not keeping under the immediate guidance 

I and control of the Holy Hpirit of our God, without whose 

I help no man ean say, Irom a living sense of its truth, that 

I Jesus is the Ixird, and nmch less worship Him aright. 

I We cannot presume that wc would not have followed in 

the same iiath, if it had not been for the mercifiil caro of 

our Holy Head, restraining his people from taking the til 

step, and preserving in our Society a steaiiy testimony 

the necessity of a holy dependence on the Lord, and 

ing on Him, for the arising of his Life in the heart; which 

[ alone oin enable any t^i offer acceptable worship or living 

praises Va the Author of all our blessiugs. 

Therefore we regard the attempts which have been 
made in many places, to introduce into our meetings for 
worship the practice of reading the Scriptures and sing- 
ing hymns, as Hii evidence of dejiarture from the spirill 
vorship always highly prized by our Sttciety; 
I vtrotigly tending to lead to other changes, and to an CI 
I Hbaudoiimi!iil ••f our tnaiitiei' of holding rcligioui; 




Tiie rruniaters annmg us in early times worked " lidnestly 1 
fiir breitd to themselves and their families," as their cir- 
ciutistancea required. When at home they had no occa- 
eion to employ their time in preparing themselves for the 
day of meeting by studying out their aermons, or in any 
other way than by seeking communion with the Spirit a 
of Christ, which they could enjoy while engaged in the I 
business of life. When they travelled abroad in the exer- I 
ciae of the ministry, it was on each occasion from a fresh I 
senae of the Divine requiring; and when the service on | 
which they had been sent was accomplished, they gladly ] 
returned to their fainilies and their outward employments. I 
George Fox, in one of his epistles, gives the following j 
afivice : — 

" If any amongat you have movings to do any service 
for the Lord, when they have done it, let them return I 
again with sjieed to their habitation, and there serve the \ 
Lord iu their generation; that no slothfuhiess may he ] 
amongat you," 

The biographies and records of our Society abundantly | 
evince that this has always been the general practice of I 
our members. In illuatration of this, one extract from the f 
Life of John Fothergill may^ here be quoted. Having ] 
some prospect of religious service irom home, he thought | 
it best uot to be much involved in business, yet, he says : - 

" I worked often for others, both for a living and that 
my mind might not be too much disengaged from some 
temporal concerns. There appeared to me then, and more 
80 since, a danger of being tempt«d to be easily drawn 
abroad, after having been somewhat engaged to travel, 
even before or without that distinct requiring of truth, 

both to go anil return, in which only the ministers of | 

^^^Klhri.st move in true safety, aud to right edification. By ^^^H 
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indulging such an iucliimtiim, we may be in iltinger 
I missing or Imiiig tlie fleav knowledge of the pure requip-^ 
I ingB of the everliisting High Priest ; and so make way for 
[ formality, a barren miniatry and unprofitable labor." — 
I JW«(d«' Library, ml. 13, p. 359. 

Frieuds have always exercised a care llial the Clospel 
[ labtiia of their ministers should not be impeded by a woiit 
I of pecuniary means; and, when they have been satisfied 
of the validity of their coneemB, have freely supplied 
I what was necessary in this respect, to those who were 
, eaUed from their homes by the Head of the churc 
[ such service. 

But of latter years there has grown up in some plat 
class of ministers who have practically come to i 
business of their proiewiion. They follow no outward 
occupation or employment for the support of their faiiiiliei 
but spend their time in services of a profeseedly religious 
character. For n pecuniary consideratiou such preacbera 
will agree to devote a certain time to labor in a specified 
place. This custom is encouraged by the course taken b 
iG of the committees appointed by Yearly Meetings J 
I look ait«r the religious work going on in their ilmin 
become employers of such persona, and send themn 
i labor in such parts as they may designate. It i 
t couraged also by injudicious and excessive gifts on the 
part of others, which sometimes lead to dependence on 
Bucb means fiir support, and thus discourage honest labor 
for the supply of the necessary things of life. Miuiaters 
who yield to these temptations gradually lose their attach- 
ment to our testimony against a hireling ministrv. 
One of the fruits of this departure from our princijd 
* is the sanction given by many under our name to i 
nonary niovenieutu conducted in a mar 
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with the iloctxinea we hold. Every true Christian < 
rejoice in the apread of the Redeemer's kingdom in thej 
earth, and should faithfully labor in that field the Lordil 
may appoint; but he must remgnize Christ as the Leader i 
of his people, and be content to keep within the limits 
which He assigns. If Frienda remain faithful to the prin- 
ciples of our fore&theiB, and are animated with the s: 
holy, self-denying zeal that actuated them, we believe they 
will be more efficient instruments in spreading truth and I 
righteouaneas nmong men, in those lines of labor which I 
will be opened before them individually than they en 
any other way. 

In all our meetings fiir Divine worship it is the duty of 1 
those assembled to endenvur to turn their hearts to the' J 
Lord, seeking to feel his presence and help; and thus 
be exercised in that inward prayer, which, as Robert Bar- 1 
clav states, must precede any outward offering. But the I 
appointment of special meetings for prayer, to be held in 1 
a way different from our ordinary manner of worship, « 
believe is not conaiatent with the beiief of our Society, that I 
man cannot offer living prayer to the Lord in his own will | 
and time. Nor can we reconcile with our testimony to 
the govefnment of Christ in our assemblies, and to c 
individual subjection to Him, the practice in such meet- 
ings of placing the control of the proceedings in the hands 
of one or more persons, who invite others to bear t 
inony, or to offer prayer ; or direct them to cease from I 
those exercises ; and who call upon the congregatioi 
sing, to rise to their feet, to kneel, etc. 

That the departures of which we have spoken have, to I 

a greater or less extent, influenced the minds of many, is 1 

lown, not only by the open avowal of such doctrines by 
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which are now frefjueiitly used — by such explanations of 
sevenil passages in the Bible as reject the spiritunl mean- 
ings wbich uur forefetherB in the tnith were divinely en- 
lightened to apprehend — and by a lessened esteem for the 
standard writings of our Society. This is aecompanied 
with a disregard of our ancient testimonies to pltiinness in 
dress and langu^e, and to the avoiding of improper titles 

I and flattering salutations. 

Among these objectionable expressions is the use of the 

I word peraoii in spealting of the Holy Spirit. Our Society 
has always objected to the use of such terms in speaking 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, believing it 
our duty humbly to receive and rest satisfied with the 
description giveu to us in the language of Holy S<^ripture, 
without attempting to piy further into this sacred mystery. 
In the Anitient Teftimowj, iwtiued in li^4;{, ma- Yearly 
Meeting gave the following cinitiou. wliicli we wmiM imw 



"To speak of the Supreme Being as ronstituteil »f three 
persona, and to attempt to define in familiar terms the 
' relative place and office of each, we believe does not tend 
to ediflcation, but is calculated to lessen that reverence 
and tear which ought always to clothe the mind in speak- 
ing of Almighty God ; tends to bewilder and confuse the 
sincere inquirer after truth ; and not only leads to unpro- 
fitable speculation, but mav give ground to the sceptic to 
cavil at the Christian relig"ion." — P. 13. 



Agiunst many of these erroneous opinions ami practice 
this Yearly Meeting has, at various times in the last forty 
years, borne an o|ien aud clear testimony. But m the tide 
uf innovation and change has swelled to a greater height, 
and iiitr iru'iobfif are constantly oxjjused lo iho ojien or 
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bore iudiret't advocacy ol' tiiese vifWf, we have ielt ec 
cemert at thia tinie again to bring to their notice siime 
the leading dlBtinguishing doctrines of the Christian foil 
as held by our Society ; to reaffirm our own conviction 
their truth^that they are both scripturally sound, 
perfect accordance with real and living experience — i 
to bear our unftualified testimony against all attenipti 
unsettle our membere, and to lead our beloved yout 
away fr<Hji those principles which constitute the acknowl- 
edged and settled belief of the Society of Friends. 

Many concerned Friends in the various Yearly MeetJ 
ings have long watched with sorrowftil apprehension the.' 
evidences of a growing disposition to go back into thoso:! 
views and practices out of which our early membej^ were 
brought by a strong hand and an outstretched arm ; and 
to depart from that higher st-andard and more excellent 
way fif spiritual religidh which they were undoubtedly 
called by the blessed Head of the church to uphold befoi 
professing Christendom. 

It is our fervent desire that all such Friends, whethf 

within the compata of thia Yearly Meeting or eleewheroj' 

may he more and more bound to the support of our holi 

religion, and become increasingly qualified rightly to niai 

the faith which has been lianded down to us, 

ieve, as an invaluable inheritance and holy trust. 

If they are properly brought under tlie influence of that' 
Divine love, which seeks to gather all into the true fold, 
they will be led to instruct the ignorant, to caution the 
unwary, and to admonish those who have gone astray. 
While sensible of their own dependence lor preservatii 
on the care of the Good Shepherd, and thus kept from 
dulging a self-righteous or uncharitable spirit, they will 
raiseil above that short-sighted human kindness, which 
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I would uaturally iucline them tu i>alliatc' and t 

f errors which are apparent in the church, nnd which would " 

lead them to hope that these evils will in time work their 

own cure. Though the Divine power can overrule all 

I tlings to the aecompliahment of hia blessed purposes, yet 

Hre taught that suuli as any sow, such also shall they 

I reap ; and if there is not a revival of primitive faithflil- 

I ness and plain dealing, the harvest may be, a return to 

r even a darker condition as t() spiritual^ religion than that 

I out of which our Society was called in the beginning; and 

[ another retarding in the advance of Christ's kingdom. 

It has alwajTS pleaeed Divine wisdom to use instrumental 

means in the carrying on of his work. And those who are 

sensible of these defections from the truth, and do not use 

their influence to correct them, as the Ijord tnay open their 

way, but shut their eyes to the state of the church, will be 

likely to lose their own strength, and be a means of weak^^ 

ening others. Those cannot reasonably hope for prei 

tion themselves, who maintain no testimony against t 

evils around them. 

We desire, therefore, that all may watch over then 

and over one another in love. This caie is especially i 

portant in the casea of tht>se who apjKar in the min' 

Where the communications of these are not 

I with the doctrines of Friends, we would encourage r^U 

concerned Friends, especially those in the station of Eldj 

to extend affectionate labor to such for their infbrmatioo 

I Rod instruction ; and where this labor is not avfuliiig, such 

I persons should be discouraged from continuing to oHer 

L thdr services in this way ; so that the flock may be pro- 

L lecled Irom the unsettling an<l <iisorganizing influence of 

ta of religious belief which would destroy the unity and 

, harmony of the S.K'iety; and, if they prcv 



utterly defeat the great jiurpose for which, m we belii'Vi 
we were misa) up Ui be a aeparattf people iu the earth. 

The sanie watchful care ia needed in reference to l>ookBj 
aud periodicals written by persona professing to be Frieuda^ J 
ill which sentiments adverse to those, always held by ourj 
rti:)ciely are more or lens openly advanced. Thewe »enu-l 
luente being presented in plausible forms, aiid coupled™ 
with much that is good, are the more readily accepted byl 
the unwary. 

Some of the periodicals, which profess tn maintain:! 
the doctriaea of our Society, sympathize with movements 
carried on within its borders which are utterly iucunsistentl 
therewith ; and which, being themselves the fruits of uaiY 
soundness in jirinciple, are carrying their porticipalits and l 
advocates into increasing departures from the iiutli and 
practice of Friends. They publish reports, drawn up in 
terms of commendation, of "revival" and "devotional" 
meetings, where the leading actors and much of their do- 
ings are out of harmony with true Quakerism. The zeal 
and activity shown in these things have so captivated the 
writers, that they seem blinded to their ulterior conse- 
quences ; and they point to them as evidences of religious 
life and growth, worthy of imilatitm. The protest which 
is raised against some of the wilder extravagances, either 
in doctrine or practice, of the leaders iu these iunovaiiiins, 
is c()unteracted by the advocacy of much that is only a 
pait of the same erroneous system. 

In these and other ways, we believe these periodicals 
exert an influence in undermining the attachment of their 
readers to the doctrines of our Society, gradually imbuing 
them with ideas that spring from a root of error, and pre- 
jiaring them fiir the ultimate acceptance of the errors 
themselves. 
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would encmirage tliiDie Friendw whose e_y 
I been opened to see these tendencica and danger 
I deavor iu Cliriatian love and faithfulness to convioee the 
I writers and publiahens of such periodicals, that they are 
r aiding in the disaeminatiou uf views and practices which 
are producing confusion and disorganization tlu'onghout 
the Society of Friends ; and also to endeavor to put others 
I on their guard against the influence thus exerted, 

While deeply concerned that our luenibert: way be pre- 
i served out of all that would lea^l them astray, Ave are coni- 
Q the belief that there are many in various parts 
\ of the Society of Friends, and also among our beloved 
L younger members, to whom the principles of truth are still 
dear ; and who, amid many discouragements, are endeavor- 
ing to support that precious cause which the faithful mem- 
Bera of our Society in every generation have felt bound t*) 
maintain. We tenderly sympathize with such, and di 
their encouragement in a feithful upholding of the 
BO that they may be able at the end of life to say with 
Apostle, " I have fought a good fight, I have Iteifi 
faith — henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 




We renewedly feel, that however sound may be your 
belief in the doctrines of the Christian religion, yet this 
will profit yon little, unless you are willing to submit your 
hearta to the government of Christ, to l>ear hiH crinB, aud 
walk in the path of Helf-denial. This was the high and 
and holy way in which many of your forefathers in the 
Truth were enabled to walk ; who were redeemed from 
the love of the world, and, being filled with the love of 
God, were diligent laborers in his vineyard. May nono 
of you become so alworlwd in vour outward h 
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eniployments, or in looking after your personal comforts 
and enjoyments, as to yield to the suggestions of a selfish, 
lukewarm, slothful and ease-loving spirit ! But may there 
be a revival among you of primitive zeal and devotion to 
the cause of Christ ! 

Dear Friends, we exhort you to be frequent in com- 
munion with the Lord. Seek for times of retirement and 
waiting upon Him, when your minds can be withdrawn 
from all outward objects. And, in your daily employ- 
ments, endeavor to have your thoughts often turned to the 
Source of all good, so that you may be preserved in a 
humble, watchful state, and experience the Lord's power 
to be about you, for your help and protection. 

Frequently read the Holy Scriptures with seriousness 
and reverence, looking to the Lord for light and under- 
standing, and feeling after that edifying and contriting in- 
fluence which often attends their perusal. 

Make yourselves acquainted with the history of your 
own Society, and with those writings of its members which 
have received the sanction of the church. The lively re- 
lation of the experiences of those who have been safely 
gathered into their heavenly inheritance, the clear illus- 
trations of the doctrines of the Gospel which their writings 
contain, and the fervent exhortations to others, to follow 
in the footsteps of Christ's companions, have often been 
instrumental in awakening earnest desires after truth and 
holiness, and have had a tendering and baptizing influence 
on the hearts of their -readers. 

And may the Lord be pleased, if consistent with his 
holy counsel, to hasten the coming of the day foretold by 
the prophet, when the language shall be applicable to the 
church, " Thy watchman shall lift up the voice, with the 
voice together shall they sing ; for they shall see eye to 
eye, when the Lord shall l)ring again Zion." 
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